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Burt, Struthers. Scribner Bros., 1942. 


$2.75 


Along These Streets Struthers Burt attempts, through analysis 
the spirit man and the spirit city, gain some insight 
into the cause and remedy for the present decadence the American 
spirit and even further discover, possible, the real signif- 
icance and end life. The man Felix Macalister, 
philosophical scholar and scientist, and the city Philadelphia, cradle 
our early liberty but today degenerate and lacking the spirit 
democracy. course choosing Philadelphia Burt concentrates 
the so-called Main Liners, the whose heritage goes 
back the birth our freedom and whom finds opportunity 
trace degeneracy through generations, 


Along These 


the story opens Felix Macalister, shy and somewhat maladjusted 
anthropoligist, waiting Panama with his friend, Carl Thurman, 
for the other members the van Sittart whose aim 
find specimens new species marmoset Peru. While there 
receives letter from lawyers Philadelphia with the information 
that his unole's heir under the conditions that claim the 
estate within ninety days and thereafter reside Philadelphia. Mon- 
keys are the major motivation Felix's life and content 
forego the inheritance but talked into sacrificing himself 
Carl who feels that these troubled times scholars must leave their 
ivory towers and use their knowledge actively aid humanity. The 
two agree that Felix's new wealth will give him opportunity 
wield some power for good the world, 


Taking cruise ship back the States Felix meets two girls who are 
play important part his life; the one, Dea Dumaris, pro- 
fessional dancer but sensitive and well educated, the other, Mavis 
Spate, daughter small-town politician struggling advance 
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herself through painting. Dea torn between the glittering world 
professional entertainment and the desire for normal married 
life. Mavis love with Henry rather callow young 
Philadelphia lawyer, but disillusioned because seemingly wants 
her only for mistress. 


Philadelphia Felix finds himself the possessor graciously 
charming old mansion and income fifty thousand dollars year. 
also inherits spot the cherished social circle and the best 
Felix immediately settles down what seems ideal 
materialistic life but troubled the decadence the ideals 
human liberty and the general aimlessness the life those people 
who are best fitted leaders democracy. Secondarily 
troubled about the obligations property and marriage. finds 
himself the owner slum tenements and when attempts better 
living conditions encounters obstacles which cannot overcome, 
‘searching deliberately for suitable wife encounters 
Wilde, spoiled, radical-artist daughter his lawyer, but since phys- 
ical attraction her only offering she soon out the running. 
strikes companionable friendship with Mavis Spate and because 
she seems meet his requirements finally himself into 
proposing. Mavis, however, convinces him that does not love her 
and would not happy. All the while Felix has been making occasional 
visits New York see Dea Dumaris who doing orchid dance 
one the night clubs. finally discovers that really love 
with Dea who, because her inner integrity and intellectual prin- 
ciple, really meets all his the same time dis- 
covers that not fit cope with money (his lawyer has swindled 
the estate querter million dollars order endow his daughter 
Harriet) nor the problems and responsibilities Felix 


then gives the inheritance which goes the Museaum Cultural 
Antiquity end after jaunt through the Western solitudes clear his 
mind and relearn determines that all his efforts must to- 
ward preserving humanity and democracy through science and education, 
the story ends marries 


Along These Streets contsins some the best expressed ideas this 
reviewer seen time. Mr. Burt hes fluency end direetness 
expression which make his work easily readable and understandable, 
his desire for human and workable democracy there 
little doubt. his understanding the the scientist 
and the scholar his desire save the world through education 

are also certain. But unfortunately not unequivocal his 
belief God, ehazes the churches indiscriminately with having 
bungled the job keeping: decent and his sex attitude en- 
tirely Charecteristic his that women make the sex rules 
according the tenor their own desires and thet men ore 
icelly allows prostitution occur without 
and one discussion sex offers entirely unnecessary 
and gratuitous slur Saint (p.134). For these reasons the 
book cannot recommended for any save the most mature 
ating well-educated 
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Wilkins, Seven Tempest. The Macmillan Co., February 16, 1942 


Seven Tempest Vaughan Wilkins has given romantic novel deal- 
ing with the famous Saxe-Coburg family during the middle half the 


nineteenth century. His two main themes are the degeneracy 
nobility and the idea that rulers should educated for ruling 
sharing the lives and fortunes their subjects for.a shorttime 
fore ascending the Essentially, however, the book ro- 
mance, the story the love Anne Louise, Duchess Limburg, and 
Seven Tempest, offspring British industrialist. 


Seven received his name because was the seventh illegitimate son 
produced his father, Mr. Fielding, attempt find heir 
worthy controlling the Fielding interests. Fielding did his breed- 
ing selection. examined his propositions. The sons thus pro- 
-duced were taken away from their mothers and raised according Field- 
ing's own plan. himself had been illegitimate child and after 
his mother's hanging for theft been subjected orphan all 
the horrors child However had overcome all obstacles, 
revenged himself cruelly for his mother's hanging and had acquired 

considerable fortune. All his illegitimete children were 
course the same treatment coal mine and factory and dock- 
yard and Seven was the only one who had emerged unbroken, thus be- 


coming his father's heir. 


Ann Louise, Duchess Limburg, nineteen, beautiful and having will 
and mind her own, educated according the directions 

her guardian, King Leopold Belgium, England. Her uncle Leo- 
pold arrives quite suddenly one night with the news that she 
marry blind Prince George Cumberland, son the King Hanover, 
the interests Leopold's intrigues for the control England 
and She assents but immediately with young 
Lord Henry Wentworth, and her maid, Lovell, who carries baby and 
black eye, both gifts his Lordship. Their plan escape into 
Wales and there charter boat for Frence where Anne Louise can take 
refuge inher castle Lecques depending uvon public opinion thwart 
Leopold's designs. course the Lord Henry plans win 
Anne Louise and her wealth for himself. the way stop inn 
where Lord Henry seriously wounds the proprietor quarrel over 
strumpet and shortly they are robbed highwaymen and take 
refuge the country home Seven Tempest. 


Seven thinks that Anne proud, cruel, heughty girl, unfit 
ruler, and influenced his own education, determines give her 
taste life the raw. Since they ere denendent uvon him for their 
safety convinces them flee America where they can easily 
bargain with Leonold across the books passage with Captain 
Henry Pedder upon the freighter, Joan Dearlove, illicitly carrying 
emigrants America and the last moment decides accompany them 
and study the results his experiment. The party further ine 
creased when Seven's illegitimate son, twelve year old, be- 
comes stowaway. Anne reacts unaccustomed conditions with 
composure but still little estimation. The ship 
proves with the Captain savage brute who takes his 
women from the passengers needs then, including girl-child 
whom presumably ravishes. The ship burns and only 
Seven, Anne Louise, the Captain and few others are rescucd 
and carried Elsinore, Denmark. Seven identify himself and 
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forced find work while all them live inn, the House 
Gertrude Englishwoman, until arrangements for his identification can 


made. 


Here Ann Louise meets Washington Hallett, rich young Virginian ro- 
mancing through Europe. Washy completely naive about women and con- 
tent adore Anne Louise passively only can near During 
quarrel between Anne Louise and Seven, Magaretha Thirkelsen, pro- 
prietress the inn and seductive discovers the Duchess's 
identity and betrays her the police. Anne Louise captured 
Leopold's emisarries but not before she can confide Daniel Washy 
order prevent from reveating his father's course ed- 
ucation upon his own son. 


Anne Louise confined under close custody the castle the Grand 
Duchess Ehrenberg, lecherous, gluttonous, antiquated 
Her cousin, Albertof who begin campaign for 
the hand Victoria England, visits her and partway love 
with her although still remaining subservient what considers the 
call family duty. follows Anne Louise and get 
touch with her through the medium pastry shop. plans her es- 
cape andis aided the Humphrey Cobhold, reality 
agent King Ernest Hanover. Albert also brought into the plot 
and the escape takes place planned just before the announcement 
the engagement Anne Louise the insane Prince Francis, son 

the Grand Duchess Ehrenberg. Cobhold then shows his hand kidnap- 
ping Albert and attempting shotgun marriage between him and Anne 
Louise that Albert might eliminated the race for the English 
foiling this Washy killed and Anne Louise manages 
escape through the night, finally finding refuge the house 
friendly English physician only discover that she has entered the 
refuge Prince Francis. However her cousin, The Prince, turns out 
quite sane preferring bamboozle the world that might live 


the meantime Prince Albert has gone England and told Seven 
pest Anne Louise's predicament. Seven immediately persuades Al- 
bert remain hiding while goes Belgium where blackmails 
King Leopold into Anne return for his agreement 
lease Albert whom Leopold believes has Seven then 
speeds Ehrenberg where finds the whereabouts Anne Louise still 
unknown. discovers her safe the hone Francis and there 
bles himself before her, The story just the preliminaries 
serious lovemeking are about pet under 


Although parts the book desling with the habits and lives Euro- 
pean royalty are somewhat significant, still the book whole 
only romance-adventure story and such unacceptable because 
the nature treatment the subject matter. The scenes which 
Captain Pedder appears sre extremely and the author's acqui- 
Fielding's methods and Seven's educetion are reprehensible, 
The utter emphasis upon the detailed sex life royalty absolutely 
unnecessary for this type novel. The book not and 
not recomiended for any class 
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Baum, Vicki. Marion Alive. Doubleday, Doran. 1942. 586p. 


This international novel, set the milestone places the 
author’s own life-Vienna, small South German town, Berlin, and 
finally New York, which she came with two sons. Her novel, 
therefore, has authentic tone for all those places before and be- 
tween the two world wars. There are many other autobiographical 
touches. Like Marion the story, She was concert musician, 
editor, nurse and she was twice married. hope the para- 
llel ends there. She best known for her Grand Hotel. 


Marion Alive little more than catalogue female's sex affairs 
from 44. June 14, 1940, Christopher Lankersham, 29, decides 
leave Switzerland help England and Marion, 
widowed mother two grown sons, for farewell 
For 586 pages wait see whether this liaison will come 
off, while Marion stream-of-consciousness fashion reviews her life 
for herself and us. 


young feminist, she entered the Vienna Conservatory make music 
her After her first concert 14, Kant, the director, gives 
her cannibalistic kiss" (p.79). the presant her son 
Michael urges, "This hell time for refusing chap his lit- 
tle happiness, you ask me." (p.91) the past again, 16, she 
falls love with painter Charles Duvont, sits for him, running 
away from home offers herself him, but keeps her virginity when 
tells her his wife and children and his fear her father. (So 
far, the book still rather Then "just get rid 
that cursed virginity she "went bed with the conductor 


Kant". (p.129) 


Because broken wrist she changes from musical stenographic 
career, goes Bergheim, proposed wounded captain, who 
knew her only hour. She becomes Frau Kurt Tillmann and has son 
him and lives with his family. Present again 1940:Marion suddenly 
decides grant Chris his proposition and rushes out the hotel 
ski after him. (p.238) The past Tillmen family upon Her re- 
tive. When his last day before good food 

she casually gives herself him. (p.265) Halban dies, and husband 
Tillman dies during the armistice. She fears the second child Hal- 
ban's child and consumptive. 


Present again-while trying catch with Chris she falls off 
cier into crevasse, Past again-4fter while for busines 
career pre-Hitler, Berlin. Morals went out, come 
and contraceptive devices and free (p.360) This stated, 

not described. Visiting overcrowded Moscow, the rich American 
John Sprague, lets her share his roon-platonically. When 
Sprague's wife dies, Marion visits him New York. marries her and 
she rich. Her second son goes Heidelberg, She visits him find 
has T.B. his eyes. last she prays God declares 
willing die for the sake eyes. Present re- 
members that prayer the crevasse. Chris suspects accident and 
organizes rescue perty. (p.499) Past only Jewish 
doctor, Kahn, can cure the eyes, son mother Spregue 
arrives time for escape meneuver her friends from 
Vienna Prague the Anschluss. Mother end son follow Dr. Kehn 
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Switzerland, Sprague dies, leaving her trust fund. Here, during 
two years while Michael's eyes get better she has fallen love with 
the 29-year old But only this day France's 
fall, June 14, 1940, that has asked possess her. She has finally 
started out his cabin, has fallen off the track and dies be- 


fore Chris's rescue party comes. 


The technique this novel superb. The scenes are not in- 
decent, but the expressions are often coarse, profane, and sexy. There 
are some superbly excellent old (p.49), 
war (p.184), marriage (p.409). Liberty and she says, are 
the slogans for every wor every side-and the words 


The novel testifies the terrifying which the 
so-called Christian world has sunk. not only Marion's sickening 
immorality thet shocking. No, not even the fact that this im- 
moral woman represented good sort end extremely fascinating. 
More distrubing the fact that Vicki Baum, herself, this 
tionally famous author, various unconscious seems herself 

share Marion's which recommending tells 
them what sin. The Englishman fine fellow not spite of, 
but almost because of, his immoral proposition. Brandt. Marion's 
friend, Clare, pernetually edulterous ennobled because, 
rather than spite her sinfulness. the snme which 
Jews are praised, Kent, Brandt, and are noted Marion's 
lovers. Other Christian sinned. This one, some 
its writers drifting back the paganism when virtue was vice and 


vice virtue. 


Author, publisher and public should consider this book disgreceful 
Notwithstanding some its good passages, this reviewer 
recommends only and firmly the crowd Dante's 


Liebling, A.J. The Telephone Booth Indian. Doubleday, Doran, 1942. 
266p. 00 ? 


This book series mock-serious sketches figures distinctive 
the entertainment world New ranges from those who hog 
public telephone booths transact their business those who have 
their desks lined with two three phones. purports cover the 
mile betveen 6th and 8th avenues and 42nd and 52nd 

streets, "humorously called Broadway, the Heart the World, and 


The first sketch about Lew Dufour Joe Rogers, who furnish at- 
tractions such "Streets Paris" the various expositions and 
fairs. Their boasted "new angle new way 
hoax delude the public. The second sketch George Nicholson, 
Joe Louis's sparring partner and the hard, lowly paid sparring busines 
general. One sketch entitled "Mrs. Browne's Prize an- 
other "Turf and about bookies, and one "Pull His 
chiefly about Jack wrestling promoter, for years 
the most unrelenting foe the English language the sports 


(p.254) 
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The two most worthwhile sketches are "The Boys From and 
"The Boy the Pistachio Shirt." The first, about Lee and J.J, 
Shubert, giants the theater business, gives lot interesting 
information about the development and management the legitimate 
theater and the financial power represents. The second, about Roy 
Howard, the Scripps-Howard Newspaper chain and the United Press, 
not only interesting account the growth news chains and 
agencies, but also gives illuminating sidelights columnists like 
Heywood Broun, Westbrook Pegler, who "By rare phenomenon....almost 
always dissents from the side where the money isn't." (.230), Hugh 
Johnson, etc., and the background some political events and 
factors such Wilkie's 


the whole the book gives interesting information about those who 
make the entertainment world and how they it. While its tone 
and slightly irreverent, yet tends condemn the false 
and dishonest and commend the more artistic and honest. The book 
while probably interesting only the more intelligent adults and 
college people, and men more than women, can recommended 
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